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ÅSustainability of agriculture

ÅWater quality and availability

ÅLoss of biodiversity and natural areas

ÅUrban expansion and sprawl 

Pressures NZ facesé
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Dr Beat Huser, Waikato Regional Council

Creating futures: combining techniques 

for a spatial vision from local level

Outline

1. New Zealandôs Governance

2. Regional scenarios

3. Integrated spatial model (WISE)

4. Case studies and user interactions 

5. Lessons learnt and future directions
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The structure of government
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Local Government

Regional and City/District Councils

Regional Councils (11) ïe.g. Waikato Region
ÅNatural boundary based on watersheds

ÅCore business ïenvironmental management, spatial planning
üair, land, water, coast

District / City Councils (54/13) ïe.g. Hamilton City
ÅBoundary based on community of interest

ÅCore business - land use, economic development, service delivery
üwater supply, sewerage, refuse collection, roads, parks



Waikato Regional 

Council  What we do

ÅPlanning and policies

ÅInvestigations, research and monitoring

ÅRegulation and enforcement

ÅCommunication and education

ÅPhysical works 
(conservation work, pest control, soil conservation, river and 

flood control, emergency management and civil defence)

WRC Promotional Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZuJ6U2O5-K4


Å25,000 km2  total area

Å1,150 km coastline

ÅLongest river, largest lake 

Å400,000 people (10% of NZ)

Å$10 Billion GDP (10% of NZ)

Å$ 6 Billion Agriculture Export

Waikato Region - what we manage


